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ancient sacred book of the Iranians, we learn that on the
ten nights of the festival the souls of the dead (the Fravashis)
were believed to go about the village asking the people to
do them reverence, to pray to them, to meditate on them,
and to furnish them with meat and clothes, while at the
same time they promised that blessings should rest on the
pious householder who complied with their request.1 The
Arab geographer Albiruni, who flourished about the year
niong the one thousand of our era, tells us that among the Persians of
^ tjme the jagt fiye ^% of the month Aban were called

Farwardajan. "During this time," he says, "people put
food In the halls of the dead and drink on the roofs of the
houses, believing that the spirits of their dead during these
days come out from the places of their reward or their
punishment, that they go to the dishes laid out for them,
imbibe their strength and suck their taste. They fumigate
their houses with juniper, that the dead may enjoy its smell.
The spirits of the pious men dwell among their families,
children, and relations, and occupy themselves with their
affairs, although invisible to them." He adds that there
was a controversy among the Persians as to the date of this
festival of the dead, some maintaining that the five clays
during which it lasted were the last five days of the month
Aban, whereas others held that they were the five supple-
mentary days which were Inserted between the months Aban
and Adhar. The dispute, he continues, was settled by the
adoption of all ten days for the celebration of the feast.u
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